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MEDICAL EQUIPMENT PREPARERS, also known as central supply
technicians, use cleansing and sterilizing solutions to disinfect and sterilize
laboratory or healthcare equipment, such as respirators, hospital beds,
wheelchairs, and oxygen and dialysis equipment.

Medical Equipment Preparers use hand tools to install and set up
equipment.  They observe gauges and equipment operation to detect
malfunctions to assure that equipment is operating properly.  They also
connect medical equipment to a water source to flush waste from the
equipment.

Duties include delivering equipment to a specified hospital location or to a
patient’s private residence and maintaining inventory and equipment usage
records.

Requirements
▲ High school diploma or equivalent.

▲ Knowledge of sterilization procedures.

▲ Mechanical aptitude.

▲ Detail oriented.

▲ Good manual dexterity.

▲ Fingerprint clearance may be required by employer.

Wages
▲ Medical Equipment Preparers

Median hourly wage: $13.34

▲ Average annual wage: $28,941
Source: Occupational Employment Survey of Employers 2006 by EDD/LMID.
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Job Outlook
▲ Estimated number of Medical Equipment Preparers in 2004: 4,000

▲ Estimated number of Medical Equipment Preparers in 2014: 4,700

▲ Estimated annual job openings: 140

Source: Occupational Projections, EDD/LMID.

Sources of Information
▲ Radiological Society of North America (RSNA)

(800) 381-6660
www.rsna.org

Possible Career Paths
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The skills, knowledge, and abilities acquired for the primary occupation provide a solid
foundation for further growth in health career occupations.  Additional education or training
is often required.
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